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fn addition to Dn. Snyderrs taLk on the Arboretr:m, members will have a
short discussion on sprays, insecticides, and poisons. And dontt forget
our president asked us to respond to a ro11 caLl with the name of a fav-
orite iris at the February meeting. For a quick biographical sketch of
Dn. Snyder, we recommend the article on the Arboretun in the December
1957 lssue of The Minnesota Horticr:lturist.
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C@NG ATTRACTION - The Annual ttCome as an fris[ party and potluck supper
@the1igtsofirises1no1dcata1ogstoinspireanimag-
inative spark for a costume ls as tmrch fun on a cold winter evening as
lookingata.... o.

SEED CATATOG

Hol,u nice to have a catalog And f-inger there amidst the blooms
0n this cold and blustery night... Of bright and sunny marigolds;
The magic of its pages The rainbow hues of ta11 larkspurs
To fLIL my heart wlth sweet delightn Where veLvet petals now unfold.

For whil-e the backlog crackles Then pause I must, where pansies grow
And glowing fJ-arnes leap high, And lift their faces to the sun,
I sti1l may go where fancy leads me fhat f might feel the joy and rapture
Down flouering paths neath auwrer skies Of this hour before my dream is done.

Thank you for this cataJ.og,
fts pages bright and gay.".
For its spe11 of $reet enchantnent
Has unveiled a loveIy suruner dayt

- Joy Be11e Burgess
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PRESIDEMTS MESSAGE -
Valentines remind me of hearts. In context lrrith Last monthls letter - I
think of having your tthearttr in your work. There are times when our minds
know rhat work mrst be done, but scrnehor we eantt get started because we
lack the energy. I believe this is not prrre laziness, There rmrst be some
other reason for the lack of energy. So f wondof,..r

f remember a tank of tropical fish that I had neglected which went out of
balance, and the fish became .dluggish. As the aquarium went firrther out
of balance, a number of the fish died, And so f r,rondered...

I remember reading the symptoms of some kinds of poisoning,..carbon monor-
i.de, for instance...that the body becomes sluggish and sleepy before the
poisoning is complete. I fit these bits of information together in a kind
of jigsaw, and f wonder...is my Jlgsaw pieture correct?

f know there is a range of tolerancea, in which one person will become llL
mucb sooner than another, just as some of the fish lived while the weaker
ones died. Nature brings the aquarium back into a natural balance, and
the fish population builds up again to repeat the cycle. f bel.ieve the
world is at the point where the poLlution Ls ready to take over, for the
same thing ls happenlng, except that mankindrs enclosure is world-sized in
instead of two cubic feet of fish tank. The world problem is more than
just pollution or just overpopulation; it is both, for each leads to the
other. More population means need for more things; this means more fac-
tories, more smoke, more pollution. Pollution seems to trigger a subcon-
scious fear mechanisn which seems to say, rrff I an to die, at least a part
of me rrill live in my children.rt Therefore more children, more need for
things, more factori-es, smoke, etc,

IIon does this affect iris? Air pollution creates a wrong atmosphere for
proper growth of plants. It is well knorn that a gas leak in a house will
ki.II houseplants. What about that abnormal gas leak outside - flom smoke-
stacks, chirnneys, nrbbish bumlng, automobiles, cigarettes and other gources?
The problem seems insurmountable, but it has to be solved. l{an has brains
and needs to use them" trfe shall overcone!

But in the meanti&e...back at the farm, in every home, there is one thing
everyone can do. Each person can be less wasteful. Drring World War II
we found that Life could go on rrithout using the car as much. Each time
tt is not used means fewer potson fumes in the air. We can turn out the
ligltbs when they are not being used. Each small saving means a btt of
coal not burned r^rith the resulting srnoke in the aj-r. As gardeners, we
can compost our leaves and plant wastes which wiII nake a little less
Enoke from the burning of drmps.

tilhat pnice clean air? The American Prrblic llealth Departrnent says S65 per
year (Air Engineering, Dec. t6?, p. 21). Thatfs the price to clean up the
mess w6.frEE'e-iffi'Ji6-live under- the delusLon that t,heie ls a lot of air in
which we can dump our wastes. What of the unseen costs - sickness - all-
ergies, cancer, respiratory diseases?

Besides polluting our air and water, r,ra are poisoning our soLl and destroy-
ing the environment, of our natural helpers. So many people have spoken to
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me about their not having as many birds at their feeding stations. Some

havenrt even seen a sp€rrrow. It should make us think and act quickly be-
fore Carsonts book becomes a rea1ity...3 li$!.;[ElEg. It would hardly
be worth gardening without the cheertr* UEEE-e?6iI[A=il1;:ic of birdsong, or
for that matter, even a cricket chlrp.

AII variety of life Ls put here for a purpose. We may not know what pur-
pose, but I am sure that everything is a check and balance on everything
else. Even the lrls borer seems to sprrr the iris plant into more side
shoot grornth than normal, so that even though a bloom is nrined one year
the follor,ring yeErr produces more stalks. I donlt advocate Letting the
borers inerease rampant\r. f kilI them everlr ehance I get by squeezing
the leaves. One could catch the moth stage by attracting them to black-
light and traps. Even this mlght not be necessary if our plants were per-
fectly healtty, for it seems that invariably the insect utll pick a sickly
plant to start its cycle, the overall plan belng that the weak plant is
dying and the insect is ftrlfilLing lts appointed task of converting weak
and diseased plant t,o soil, or a chopped up form that soil bacteri.a can
more easily convert to sotL.

What I am trylng to say is WE ARE OUR BRO8HEA.9I KEEPERS, whether it is the
little brother of the woods whose cheerful song we llke, or whether it is
the neighbor farmer in India or Sorth America or somebody else whose life
may be in Jeopardy because we have alLowed the air and water and soiL to
become polsoned and polluted.

Ot'hers may have different exanples and viewpoints,
we will discuss the problem awhile. If you canlt,
your thought,s to News & Views,

so at our next meeting
attend the meetiogr send
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DIDTOUKNCInITHAT. . . . .

- .l$.tug Edekamper is wearing a trGo3.den Gate in t$$tt pin?

- trGolden Gate in l68n means the ldational Convention of the Anerican fris
Society will be held in Berkeley, Californ:ia, AprLl 28 through l![ay 2t
1968?

- A flLower-Garden-Landscaping and Patio Show r,riIl be a part of the annual
l{o ion HaIL Ln MinneaPolls, and
that the T.win City fris Society will have a booth at the show?

-- New members sinee the last reporting in News & Views are 3

Itlrs. MarSr A. Waterman, 2119 Shertood Boad, Mi.nneapolis, Mn. 55\lZ

$frs. Waterman is rea11y a ne!{ mernber who ls an o1d member, for she
ard her husband were msnbers of TCf$ until L956 or lg57 when Mr.
Watennan had a heart attack and they were unable to att,end neet-
ings. When asked wtrat hobbies she had besides raising iris, Mrs.
Waterman replied, nErerybbing but tat and ttrpetn And that seems
to be true, for she pa5.nts, sews her otrn clothing, krdts, crochets,
nakes bratded and hooked rugs, and does cruel enbroidery for which
she makes the designs herself. She does ome lrybridizing just for
ffln.
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Mr. & Mrs. David H. MaeDona1d, 690 Contlnental Driv€r New Brightorr
Mn. 55l].'z

Member Warren Johnson arranged for the membershtp of the MacDon-
alds. I,Ir. MacDona}d nor.t<s in plant pathology at the University
of Minnesota, with his maln lnterest in plant parasitic nematodes"
I&. Johnson is trying to get l,Ir. MacDonald to make a study of iris
scorctr.

Dr. Peter Dr"_Age!q, l?31 Rose Vista Cor:rt, Apt. 3.0, St. Paul, Mn.T
Dr, Aseher first heard about the Tnin City Irls Society through
a friend in graduate school at the University of Wi.cconsin, and
learned more about lt from Mrs. Warren Johnson, who works in the
same btdLding. Garden space for Dr. Ascher is between Green Bay
and Wausau on a farm oluned by his parents and trlm. His work at
the University of Minnesota j-s tn plant genetics, and his bach-
elorls degree was in floricr:.lture. Other hobbies include paint-
ing and sports.

And now that youtve been introduced to the new members, herels somethtng
for the rest of us:

OID MEMBEAS iI PIEASE Ng}E

f see you at the meetiBgsr
But you never say hello;
Ioutre busy all the time youtre there,
With those you already know.

I sit anongst the people
And yet ftm S lonesome gW.
The nerir fd,k; are as strange as f,
Tou old members pass me by.

t{hy canlt you nod and say hello,
0r stop and shake my hand,
Ttren go and sit among your friends.
Now, that, f Id understand.

I I11 be at yolrr nelrt neeti[gr
Perhaps a nice hour to spend;
Please introduce yomself,
I want to be a friendJ

- New Member
Washington hinting &rild


